
 

 
OCPS Principal earns Florida TaxWatch award for effectiveness 
 
Oct. 20, 2017 – Citing transformational impact on students, Florida TaxWatch has 

announced that Principal Margarete Talbert-Irving is a winner of the 2017-18 Principal 

Leadership Award for her work at Orange Center Elementary.  

 

Started in 2014, this award recognizes Florida’s most 

effective principals in high-risk K-12 public schools across 

the state, with a goal of promoting the transformational 

practices to other high-risk schools in order to close the 

achievement gap. TaxWatch does not rely on nominations 

from colleagues or school systems, but uses data analyzed 

over several consecutive years to zero in on those 

principals that truly are making difference in their school, 

their community and the education of Florida’s next 

generation.  

 

Margarete Talbert-Irving is one of three Florida elementary 

school principals honored with this award. She has served 

as principal of Orange Center Elementary since 2009, was 

named an OCPS Master Principal in 2016 and given the 

additional charge of running Rolling Hills Elementary. Ms. Talbert-Irving’s proven expertise 

earned her the title of 2016 OCPS Principal of the Year. She played an integral role in the 

upward progression of Orange Center Elementary, launching it as a STEM magnet and 

digital school in 2016. Her leadership also helped the school earn the Florida Department of 

Agriculture’s Golden Shovel Community Involvement Award.  

 

OCPS Superintendent Barbara Jenkins said, “I am extremely proud that Margarete is being 

recognized for the important work she does. She has worked tirelessly to narrow 

achievement gaps over the years through her expertise and building partnerships with 

families and the community. She exemplifies the OCPS mission of leading students to 

success.” 

 

All winners will be recognized next spring at the annual Florida TaxWatch Principal 

Leadership Awards ceremony in Orlando. At that event, Florida TaxWatch will announce the 

top award winner of the three elementary school principals named today.  

 

For additional information on this award, please visit Florida TaxWatch at 

http://www.floridataxwatch.org/events/principalleadership.aspx  
 

http://www.floridataxwatch.org/events/principalleadership.aspx


(For more information, please contact Media Relations at 407.317.3458) 

 

### 

 
OCPS EEO Non-Discrimination Statement  
The School Board of Orange County, Florida, does not discriminate in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in its 
programs and activities, on the basis of race, color, religion, age, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, genetic 
information, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, or any other reason prohibited by law. The following individuals at 
the Ronald Blocker Educational Leadership Center, 445 W. Amelia Street, Orlando, Florida 32801, attend to compliance 
matters: Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) Officer & Title IX Coordinator: Jared Brooks; ADA Coordinator: Michael D. Graf; 
Section 504 Coordinator: Latonia Green. (407.317.3200) 
 

 

  

  

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 


